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Reconciling the History of 
the North-West Resistance



Important Dates for Métis

National Indigenous Peoples Day — June 21

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation — September 30

Commemoration of Louis Riel — November 16 

Manitoba’s Louis Riel Day — Third Monday of February



Each year on November 16, 
Métis commemorate the wrongful 

execution of Louis Riel in 1885.



Most Canadians however, don't know 
the truth about what happened in 1885, 

or its enduring legacy.



The North-West Resistance of 1885 
started out peacefully, but ended with 

scores of Métis dead, hundreds wounded, 
and many Métis families devastated.



YouTube.com/watch?v=4WjMgALj6TU

The Battle of Batoche 
Batoche National Historic Site
The Métis and Louis Riel

@ExploringwithWade



The Métis just wanted a fair 
deal for the land they were on.













Some of the Métis and First Nations allies 
killed during the North-West Resistance

❖ Joseph Montour 

❖ Jean-Baptiste Montour

❖ Augustine Laframboise, 
member of Petaquakey’s Band

Duck Lake — March 26, 1885

❖ Isidore Dumont Jr.

❖ Ah-si-we-in (Ahseweyin, also 
known as Joseph Trottier, 
member of Okemasis Band)



Some of the Métis and First Nations allies 
killed during the North-West Resistance

❖ Joseph Vermette

❖ St. Pierre Parenteau

❖ François Boyer, wounded in 
battle; died three days later

❖ Captola aka Chapitolata or Blue 
Beaver, a Dakota Sioux warrior

Coulée des Tourond — April 23–24, 1885

❖ Michel Desjarlais, wounded in 
battle; died three days later

❖ Wah pitiwakipe aka Joli Corbeau 
or Fine Crow, a Dakota Sioux 
warrior

❖ Watsas, a Sioux warrior



Some of the Métis and First Nations allies 
killed during the North-West Resistance

❖ Isidore Boyer

❖ Damase Carrière

❖ Joseph Vandal

❖ André “Petchis” Letendré

❖ Ambroise Jobin, wounded at 
Batoche; died later at Saskatoon

❖ Ambroise Dumont Sr., wounded 
at Batoche; died later

Batoche — May 9–12, 1885

❖ José Ouellette

❖ Donald (Daniel) Ross

❖ Calixte Tourond

❖ Elzéar Tourond

❖ John (Natumeo) Swain

❖ Michel Trottier

❖ Gregoire Boyer, wounded at 
Batoche; died days later



Some of the Métis wounded 
during the North-West Resistance

❖ Gabriel Dumont

❖ Charless Gariépy

❖ Ambroise Dubois

❖ Okemasis’ brother

Duck Lake 
March 26, 1885

❖ Pierre Tourond

❖ Charles Carrière

❖ Jérôme Henry

❖ Charles Thomas

❖ Jean-Baptiste Parenteau Jr.

Coulée des Tourond
April 23–24, 1885



Some of the Métis wounded 
during the North-West Resistance

❖ Jean-Baptiste Boucher

❖ Daniel Gariépy

❖ Romuel Gariépy

❖ William Swain Sr.

❖ Maxime Poitras, Jr.

❖ Joseph Delorme

Batoche — May 9–12, 1885

❖ Charles Lavallée Sr.

❖ Charles Lavallée Jr.

❖ Édouard Pelletier

❖ Black Bull, Tatanka-Sapa, a 
Lakota Chief

❖ Wah-pi-ti-wa-ki-pe’s son, a 
Dakota Sioux



Memorials at St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche. GDI Archives



Memorials at St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche. GDI Archives



St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche. Saskatchewan Archives Board, R-B5405-5



St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche, Mass Grave, Close-Up. 2009. Peter Beszterda. GDI Archives



“Shot Dead.” Captain James Peters Album 1, p. 37. Saskatchewan Archives Board, R-B2049



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

The diary of Walter F. Stewart, one of General Middleton’s soldiers at 

Batoche, documented the horrendous toll the fighting took on Métis families. 



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Unknown Girl

“In the last house we found the body of a nice little girl, about fourteen years 

old. She had been killed by a shell, and was dressed for burial. So I lifted the 

poor little thing into the coffin and covered it up and put it away to one side to 

keep it from being knocked around.”



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

There were many incidents of note during this final charge of the 

12th day of May 1885 … One was where little Marcile Gratton, a 

French Half-Breed girl aged ten, ran across our line of fire and was shot dead 

on the doorstep of one of the stores. She wanted to be with her mother. 



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

Our boys gathered round the little dead thing as she lay in her frantic mother’s 

arms, who kneeling on the step rocked her as she had when a baby, trying to 

get her to speak. She couldn’t believe that her child was dead.



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

Suddenly a figure was seen to break away from among the group of prisoners, 

then under guard, farther up the street. Bareheaded and in shirtsleeves he 

bounded like a panther through the crowd, pushing our men right and left until 

he came to the mother and the little dead girl.



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

He stood for a moment looking down at them, his long black hair 

half covering his face. Then dropping to his knees he stroked his little 

daughter’s hair gently, reverently. “Our poor little Marcile—est mort.”



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

He passed his other arm about his wife’s shoulder and the tears welling in his eyes 

dropped on the little girl’s dead hand. The group of soldiers looking on were deeply 

touched by the scene that was being enacted at their feet.



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

The father rose slowly to his feet, assisting his Indian wife to hers. He took his 

little Marcile in his arms and they slowly made their way towards the setting 

sun and the ravine, where a few hours ago we were fighting our way toward 

the finish of the campaign. Such is life. Such is death.



The Devastating Impact of Batoche

Marcile Gratton (1875-1885), a Sioux-Métis girl

“I’d sooner let them keep Batoche than to have hurt one hair of that poor little girl,” 

one soldier was heard to say.



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan – 

September 24, 1885 Manitoba Weekly Free Press



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan – 

June 1st, 1885 Kingston Daily News



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Devastating Impacts On 
Métis Families Across Saskatchewan



Convicted

1. Louis David Riel — Hung

2. Alexander Cayen — 7 Years

3. Philip Guardupuy — 7 Years

4. Maxime Dubois — 7 Years

5. Maxime Lapine — 7 Years

6. Philip Garnot — 7 Years

7. Pierre Vandal — 7 Years

8. Pierre Henry — 7 Years

9. Albert Monkman — 7 Years

10.  Pierre Paranteau — 7 Years



11.  James Shark — 7 Years

12.  Baptiste Vandal — 7 Years

13.  Alex Fisher — 3 Years

14.  Pierre Guardupuy — 3 Years

15.  Moise Oulette — 3 Years

16.  Joseph Arcand — 1 Year

17.  Ignace Poitras Sr. — 1 Year

18.  Ignace Poitras Jr. — 1 Year

19.  Moise Parenteau — 1 Year

Convicted



Convicted

20.  Joseph Delorme*

21.  Alexander Lobenibarde*

22.  Joseph Pilon*

23.  Baptiste Rocheleau*

24.  Petrie Tourand*

25.  Frances Tourand*

* Sentenced at a Later Date



Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Mon, Aug, 17 1885
Page 1

The Gazette



Louis Riel’s councillors during trial, Regina, Saskatchewan. Glenbow Archives, NA-4809-1. L to R: Jean “Johnny” Sansregret, Pierre “Pierriche” Parenteau, Pierre Gariépy, Albert 

Monkman, Philippe Garnot, Pierre Vandal, Jean-Baptiste Vandal, Toussaint Lucier, Maxime Dubois, Timmus Short, Jean-Baptiste Tourond, and Emmanuel Champagne.



After not receiving a fair trial, 
Louis Riel was executed on 

November 16, 1885 in Regina.



Amazon.ca/trial-Louis-Riel-critical-political/dp/0968548903

George R.D. Goulet

The Trial of Louis Riel: 
Justice and Mercy Denied



Louis Riel, taken at the time of his trial, August 1885 Retrieved from 

[http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/020115_e.html ArchiviaNet] Reference #C-018082 {{PD}}



Louis Riel addressing the jury during his trial for treason



Tombstone of Louis Riel at St. Boniface Cathedral, Winnipeg. Photo taken May 2, 2005 by JamesTeterenko.



Statue of Louis Riel in front of the Manitoba Legislature, sculpture made by Miguel Joyal, Winnipeg, Manitoba.



YouTube.com/watch?v=ECGEe4ATEU8&t=3s

Keith Henry - Métis Family Connections

@BCMetis















Donald Daniel Ross [Great-Great-Great Grandfather]



Donald Daniel Ross [Great-Great-Great Grandfather], St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche



Maurice Henry [Great-Great Grandfather], St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche



David Slater & Rose Elmire Parenteau [Great-Great Grandparents], St. Antoine de Padoue Cemetery, Batoche



Napolean Henry & Marie Gilline Fiddler 

[Great Grandparents]

Maurice Henry & Blandine Ross 

[Great-Great Grandparents] 



Marie Gilline Fiddler [Great Grandmother] (second from left)
Harold Joseph Henry [Father] (front) and 

Alfred Henry & Marie Aline Slater [Grandparents] (back right)



Marie Aline Slater & Alfred Henry [Grandparents] 



Kerry Henry (age 2), Keith Henry (age 5), & Kevin Henry (age 5) [Brothers]Kevin Henry & Keith Henry in Kindergarten [Brothers] 



We were told by our family 
to hide our Métis identity.



In 1980, this photo of a 

“Métis traitor” was on display 

in the interpretive centre at  

the Parks Canada Batoche 

National Historic Site. 

Donald Daniel Ross [Great-Great-Great Grandfather]



Despite the intergenerational trauma, 
Métis across the country are making 

great strides to lift up themselves, their 
families, and their communities.



I was the first in my family 
to graduate from university.

Bachelor's of Education, University of Saskatchewan, 1995



Received an Honorary 
Doctorate in 2021 from the 

University of Guelph.



I am proud to be Métis 
and to work to bring honour 
and respect to my ancestors.



Li taan paasii. Li taan ki vyayn.

From our past. For our future.



The BC Métis Federation’s key priorities 
between April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2028 are: 

❖ Rights & Recognition 

❖ Cultural Revitalization 

❖ Member & Community Support 

❖ Capacity Development 







Learn more about our 

work at Info.BCMetis.com

http://info.bcmetis.com/
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